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2. INITIAL ELL IDENTIFICATION ASSESSMENT 

2a. Initial ELL Identification Assessment 

Qualified personnel will administer the statewide English language proficiency identification 
assessment, the New York State Identification Test for English Language Learners (NYSITELL). 

The NYSITELL is administered only once within 10 school �����Ç�•���}�( �š�Z�� �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���]�v�]�š�]���o 
enrollment in a NYS school (see Reentry Identification for students returning to a NYS school). 

The purpose of the NYSITELL is to assess the English language proficiency of new entrants 
whose home language is a language other than English, as indicated on their HLQ and individual 
interview. It is used to determine if the student is in need of bilingual and/or English as a New 
Language (ENL) services. Based on NYSITELL results, students will be categorized into one of five 
levels (Entering/Beginning, Emerging/Low Intermediate, Transitioning/Intermediate, 
Expanding/Advanced, and Commanding/Proficient), which will determine the number of hours 
of services each student will receive. NYSITELL results will also help inform teachers for 
instructional purposes ���Ç�������š���Œ�u�]�v�]�v�P���� �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Œ���o���š�]�À�� �•�š�Œ���v�Pths in each modality (Listening, 
Reading, Writing, and Speaking). 

For students with disabilities1, testing accommodations must be provided in the administration 
of the NYSITELL �����•���� �}�v �š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���/���W �}�Œ���ñ�ì�ð �W�o���v and consistent with State policy for the 
administration of this State assessment. 

�x The identification process must begin no later than the date of the student�[s initial 
enrollment or reentry in a NYS school district. 

�x The NYSITELL may not be administered before July 15 for students in grades 1-12 
enrolling for the start of classes in September. 

�x For students enrolling in kindergarten for the start of classes in September, the NYSITELL 
may not be administered prior to June 1. 

Original copies of the NYSITELL score sheets and all results must be placed and should remain in 
�������Z �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�• ���µ�u�µ�o���š�]�À�����Œ�����}�Œ�� whether he/she is determined to be an ELL or not. 

�/�(���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���o���v�P�µ���P�� �‰�Œ�}�(�]���]���v���Ç���o���À���o �]�•���}�v�� �}�( �š�Z�����(�}�o�o�}�Á�]�v�P�U���š�Z���v �š�Z�� �•�š�µ�����v�š �]�•�����v ���>�> and 
the parent/guardian will receive an Entitlement Letter: 

�x Entering (Beginning): A student at this English language proficiency level has great 
dependence on supports and structures to advance his or her academic language skills. 
As measured by the NYSITELL or the NYSESLAT, a student at this level has yet to meet 
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the linguistic demands necessary to demonstrate English language proficiency in a 
variety of academic contexts within this grade level. 

�x Emerging (Low Intermediate): A student at this English language proficiency level has 
some dependence on supports and structures to advance his or her academic language 
skills. As measured by the NYSITELL or the NYSESLAT, a student at this level has yet to 
meet the linguistic demands necessary to demonstrate English language proficiency in a 
variety of academic contexts within this grade level. 

�x Transitioning (Intermediate): A student at this English language proficiency level shows 
some independence in advancing his or her academic language skills. As measured by 
the NYSITELL or the NYSESLAT, a student at this level has yet to meet the linguistic 
demands necessary to demonstrate English language proficiency in a variety of 
academic contexts within this grade level. 

�x Expanding (Advanced): A student at this English language proficiency level shows great 
independence in advancing his or her academic language skills. As measured by the 
NYSITELL or the NYSESLAT, a student at this level is approaching the linguistic demands 
necessary to demonstrate English language proficiency in a variety of academic contexts 
within this grade level. 

�/�(���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���o���v�P�µ���P�� �‰�Œ�}�(�]���]���v���Ç���]�•���š�Z�����(�}�o�o�}�Á�]�v�P�U���š�Z���v the student is not an ELL and the 
parent/guardian will receive a Non-Entitlement Letter: 

�x Commanding: As measured by the NYSITELL a student at this level has met the linguistic 
demands necessary to demonstrate English language proficiency in a variety of 
academic contexts within his or her grade level. 

�� If a student was not identified as a potential SIFE during Step 1b, proceed to Step 2c �t 
Parent Notification/Entitlement of ELL Identification Determination. 

�� If a student was identified as a potential SIFE during Step 1b, proceed to Step 2b �t 
Determination of ELL SIFE. 

1 A CSE must also specify if the student will participate in an alternate assessment on a particular NYS assessment 
of student achievement. If so, the IEP must provide a statement of why the student cannot participate in the 
regular assessment and why the particular assessment selected is appropriate for the student. However, while CR 
Part 154 regulations state that the CSE can recommend an alternate assessment of English language proficiency, 
this option currently is not available in NYS as the State does not have an approved alternate NYSITELL, NYSESLAT, 
or other ELP assessment. 
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REENTRY IDENTIFICATION 

Reentry identification shall mean the process followed pursuant to CR 
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2c. Parent Notification/Entitlement of ELL Identification Determination 

Within five school days of a student being identified as an ELL, the parent/guardian is to receive 
written notice in their indicated preferred language, including the following: 

�x ���>�>�[�•�����v�P�o�]�•�Z �o���v�P�µ���P�����‰�Œ�}�(�]���]���v���Ç���o���À���o 
�x Par���v�š�l�'�µ���Œ���]���v�[�•���Œ�]�P�Z�š �š�} �•�����l �����Œeview of ELL Identification/Entitlement 

Determination 
�x Information regarding the Parent Orientation session 

�� Proceed to Step 2d �t 
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http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2015Meetings/February/215p12a1.pdf


