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A. IDENTIFICATION AND PLACEMENT 

Q: Will the home language of Students with Interrupted/Inconsistent Formal 
Education (SIFE) be reported to the state and will there be a standard tool 
(rubric) for determining their literacy level?  

A: Yes, the home language is captured for all English Language Learners via SIRS. If a 
student is found to be potentially a SIFE as defined by CR Part 154-2.2(y), the SIFE 
Oral Interview Questionnaire should be administered, followed by the 
Multilingual Literacy SIFE Screener (MLS) to ascertain his/her home language 
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A: The Units of Study provide inherent flexibility to meet the varied needs of ELLs. In 
the example presented, in addition to the required periods of Integrated ENL in 
ELA and Stand-alone ENL, the 9th grader Entering/Beginner ELL on an IEP has 
flexibility in the 3rd unit of study: this could be either Integrated ENL in ELA, Math, 
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Q: Must the ELL-oriented PD be offered separately, or can they be embedded in 
other PD sessions? 

A: To meet ELL PD requirements under Part 154-2.3(k), the professional 
development must be ELL specific, and should be relevant or aligned to other PD 
initiatives in the school or district. 

Q: What happens if the district offers the PD, but teachers choose not to attend? 

A: Attending these PD sessions is not a choice; it is a regulatory requirement under 
Part 154-2.3(k). The expectation is that all districts are to provide PD to all teachers 
as indicated in the Blueprint for ELL Success (e.g., if there is PD on Common Core-
aligned instruction, then how does it meet the needs of English Language Learners 
and promote their English language skills and academic progress). 

For additional information on CR Part 154, see 
http://www.p 12.nysed.gov/biling/bilinged/CRPart154.html 
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