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LETTER OF INTENT TO APPLY��

I. Applicant Group Information 

a.�� Applicant Group. See Table 1, attached. 

b.�� Public Contact: Mirza Tihic, Ph.D., emeraldcharter@gmail.com 

c.�� Application History: Peter Kozik has been a previous board member for Greater Works 
Charter School, proposed on July 7th, 2014 to the Board of Regents of the State of New 
York. The Board of Regents did not grant a charter for the school. The remaining members 
of the Founding Board have no history of applying for charter schools in New York State. 

II. Proposed Charter School Information 

a.�� Proposed school name: Emerald Charter School 

b.�� Proposed school mission statement: To foster students’ desires and abilities for critical 
inquiry, creativity, civic engagement, and environmental stewardship. 

c.�� Proposed school location: Emerald Charter School will be located in Syracuse, NY in 
Syracuse City Schools District. Emerald will not be co-located in public school district 
facilities. 

d.��Target population/community served: The Emerald School aspires to be a preeminent 
and inclusive secondary school serving under-engaged students in Syracuse, NY. An under-
engaged student is a students who struggles in the traditional school setting, which leads to 
lack of attention, disinterest, pessimism, and lack of passion for learning. As a result, 
students are not motivated to learn and progress in their education. In the Syracuse City 
School District for the 2018 cohort, 752 students graduated with either Regents or Local 
Diplomas or with “sufficient credit” out of a possible 1,460 students. This left nearly a 
majority of the cohort, 708 students, without an on-time diploma. Although the official 
drop-out rate for the district is 247 students (17%) and 334 (23%) students “remain 

mailto:emeraldcharter@gmail.com
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http://lohud.nydatabases.com/database/2017-18-new-york-graduation-rates-school-district
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2019/01/syracuse-high-school-graduation-rate-drops-again.html
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       ______________  
a Tihi , President, Emera                    

Overall, the parents were excited about the presentations and the fact that the school 
will focus on cultural experiences and expeditionary learning within the community. 
Further, parents and community leaders were excited about the inclusion of family in 
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� �� �"�������	����� �$�	���	�%������ �������������	�����$�����	������ �������������	��
���������!�������	���� � ���������#���	����� � �&���	�����	�����	�
�'�(�������� �'�������������*�	�+�,�+�- ����������������������

���������$�����	������ �����������	�	�- �/�����������*�0���������	���-
�!�������������������)�������� �	���������#�	�	�-���������	�. �����������	�	�-

�"���������������	�������$�	���. 

�������1���������������
 
�'�#�����������	

�� 
�3�����%�	���������# 

���	���	�����4���1���(�
 

�4�	���(�����"�������	�,�	
�*�������������#�. 

� �����������0���	�����%�����
� �'�	�����5�	���������#�	��
�*�$�	������� ���������	
�/�����(�	���. 

�8��������� �������9�#�
 �'�������	����������
�� �'�#�����������	

�3�����%�	���������# 

�!���������������������������-
������������������
���������,�	���	�����-
���������������������,�-
�����������������#
�	���,���,�	���	�����!��
�������������������������-
������������������
���������,�	���	�����-
���������������������,�-
�����������������#
�	���,���,�	���	���� 

�4�5���������	�����������,
�����������������������������-
������������
�����������������������������-
���������������������,�
�,������
�����-�������������	��
������������
�	�&���	�����	�����	�� 
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�����%�����%�	���	���� 
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" I have no children but options are great"� 
"I love this school because it will help us find our future"� 
"I understood the goals of the Emerald School that they try to help this community"� 
"Not sure what the Emerald School does that the SCSD Doesn't"� 
"Thank you for this idea"� 
"This is a wonderful idea to unify communities in culture and coonnectedness!� 
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March 27, 2019 

Mark Cass 

RE: Emerald Charter School, Syracuse NY 

To Whom It May Concern, 
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