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Workshop

* Describe the elements of the NYSED Civic Readiness
nitiative
 Describe the elements of the Capstone Project

 Provide an opportunity to walk-through the steps of
designing a Capstone Project

e |dentify next steps for a Capstone Project in your school




ELEMENTS OF CIVIC READINESS

Civil Rights- Civil rights are an expansive and

Civic Readiness- Civic readiness is the significant set of rights that are designed to

ability to make a positive difference in the N
public life of our communities through \\
the combination of civic knowledge, skills

and actions, mindsets, and experiences.



Civic Readiness the ESSA Plan and Statewide Initiatives

ESSA Plan Connection to Civic Readiness

Civic Readiness Index Empower students to become active, engaged civic participants in our
multicultural democracy



State Definition of Civic
CIVIC READINESS Readiness

TASK FORCE .. :
RECOMMENDATIONS Civics Capstone Project

State Seal of Civic Readiness




CIVIC READINESS DEFINITION:
CIVIC READINESS ISTHE ABILITY TO MAKE A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE IN THE PUBLIC LIFE OF OUR

COMMUNITIES THROUGH THE COMBINATION OF CIVIC KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ACTIONS, MINDSETS

AND EXPERIENCES
&
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e CiviC SKILLS
KNOWLEDGE & ACTIONS
Demonstrate a fundamental and functional knowledge of Demonstrate a broad array of critical analytic, verbal,
government, law, history, geography, culture, economics, and current communication, media literacy and other skills and participate in a
events. These may include inequities within our democratic system wide variety of actions. Students should practice such actions both
at the federal, state and local level. Students should know how to inside and outside of school on a regular basis.

apply this knowledge to different circumstances and settings.

Demonstrate the mindset of a participant in a democratic society. A

civic mindset is a commitment to democratic interpersonal and

intrapersonal values, virtues, attitudes, and beliefs and informed

actions that promote and facilitate meaningful participation in civic 3
life. Itis an understanding of self as part of and responsible to larger E i d
social groups. e ]



THE PROPOSED SEAL OF CIVIC READINESS =7

Affirms NYSED’s commitment to strengthening civics education

. Incentivizes districts and students to participate in meaningful

clvic engagement projects

Can be used as a +1 Pathway

Can be used as a stand alone seal

Students earn the seal by earning points on a menu of options
that reflect civic knowledge and civic experiences.
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SEAL OPTIONS



CIVIC PARTICIPATION SOCIAL STUDIES PRACTICE

ARTICULATION K-12
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In a Civic Readiness Capstone
project, students will:

CIVICS " |dentify a civic issue (problem) facing
CAPSTONE

PROJECT







CAPSTONE PROJECT SIMULATION

Students will be able to:
* Identify a civic issue (problem) facing them, their school, or their community

*  Analyze a civic issue (problem), evaluate alternative solutions, design and/or execute a solution for
this problem.

«  Take informed action to address the civic issue.
*  Reflect on what they have learned about their school or community from the Capstone project.

*  Make a presentation about their Civic Readiness Capstone project
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ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS
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EXAMINE COMMUNITY
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IDENTIFY ISSUES
™ Civic Knowledge | CvioSkils | __Civio Mindset___

Integrate alternate, divergent, or contradictory  Analyze a civic issue (problem) in the  Reflect on how different cultures have
perspectives or ideas. community values, norms and beliefs that shape how
For example, include data to describethey understand their communities and
Describe the impact of individual and collective the number of people affected by thethe problems they face.
histories in shaping contemporary issues. iIssue, the age/gender/sectmomic
status of the people affected by the
Issue, the geographic impact of the issue,
the environmental impact of the issue,
etc.

Integrate evidence from multiple
disciplines into the Capstone Project.

v S T W Y Ry T T W T

.4
 [h






ICIvICS

https://www.icivics.org/educators
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Sample
Resource

s
secton four o pligai e I Sl AR e 0y g e g n e

Government Wito ilagei’thy snter s an Eisuic
Chease an ¢lected official 1o waich, such as a mayer, governor, o city council member,
Use this log sheet to keep track of what you learn.

Name of dlected official:
Positiom;

Primary responsil
Yeurs in office;
Party affiliation (if applicable):

Membership in professional organizations or cancuses (ifapplicable):

Committes assignments (if applicable):

Becent votes, initintives, and positions taken on issues:

Dro yenu agh

What did you learn about this elected official that surprised you?

¥
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ample
Resource

S'I'JCHI:_.E:' SFpur: Indl

Proparing to Lobby 6T

Use this planning sheet to prepare for vour lobbying campaign,
Identify the issue you want to address.

List the policymakers you plan to lobby,

Name Telephone number Office location |

Write your talking points.

+ Choose three or fifs : i
L | = ]
» Suppert each point with relevant facts and arguments,

+ Keep your talking points sheet brief, no more than one page.

+ Title your talking points and include your confame=< i e
HEE e

Prepare a talking script using the model below. I

Hi, my name is and I would like to talk to vou about the 555|w= i !&'
I'd like to briefly explain niy position on this issue, {Use vour talking points as a guide here.)
I would like you to (tell the policymaker what you want him nrlh_
Do you have any questions for me about this issue?

Can | count on your support? [ not, what wauld it take for vou to support me?

o
May I leave this sheet of talking points with you? It includes my contacs® n

in case vou would like to talk more about this issue later on.

& Teachers' Curriculum Institute Doing Democracy: A Toolkit for Civie Action 40
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ANALYSIS

Analyze a civic issue (problem) in the  Weigh appropriate evidence Reflect on how personal attitudes
community, describe past attempts to  from multiple disciplines to and beliefs are different and the
address the issue, generate and support claims, which may same from those of other cultures
evaluate alternative solutions to a civic include political science, history, and communities.
problem. natural sciences, economics,

geography, and sociology. Integrate what can be learned

through engagement with diversity
into the Capstone Project.
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DEVELOP STRATEGIES AND
SOLUTIONS

Civic Knowledge Civic Skills

Design and/or execute a solution for Evaluate the feasibility of Analyze factors that influenced the
this problem. proposed actions to address perspectives of stakeholders
the community or civic issue.  involved in the civic issue central

to the Capstone Project.
For example, determine an
appropriate course of action; Integrate alternate, divergent, or
deconstruct and construct contradictory perspectives or
plausible and persuasive ideas.
arguments using evidence.
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League of
\WWomen
Voters

Username or email

FnquarR g ers. DI EURaINg Democracy

LEAGUE oF WOMEN YEDTEBS®

OF NEW YORK STATE

HOME ABOUT ¥ VOTING ¥ OURWORK ¥ PROGRAMS ~¥ LOCAL LEAGUES ~ NEWS ¥  CONTACT

res "
Civice Fdgeatiativn

% FIND ALOCAL LEAGUE

% FIND YOUR ELECTER,

OFFICIAL _
% FIND YOUR BALLOT AT The League and the New York State Council for the Social Studies (NYSCSSJ are
VOTE411 ”%’ pleased to announce the publication of 7 lesson plans S =
NY§§SS Grade 12 Participation in Government course.

The 7 lesson plans are designed to provide teachers and students with information
specific to New York State. Lessons can be customized to meet the needs of individual classrooms or
student interests and are designed to be inquiry-based and non-partisan.

JOIN THE .
T e gua i idserelsuinms Who ik aidigi et s _
CONVERSATION!

York State, &

! Leaguf*n O

K likes,

[ Like Page ' of instruction on New York governm . _
have i #& 48Y-made resources whlch ws!l engage hlgh 5%
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Use this planning sheet 5

Define the objectives for ths#:3

Sample .
Resource o }

List the equipment you need for the meeting (such as chairs, tables, or a projector). VWi

will you get Wil ;o 7R

On a separate piece of paper, sketch the S mgt®

Create an agegm il el

when willypgsa pé

“\- vind rnlae Bvamnlac: Daics
List at least fi .1 i e 1
Avoid making nepotive e

After the meeting, answer these questions on a separate sheet of paper:

< immaliniuis ruilwes-eiing {
Ei” Iupﬁ&"ﬂ:ﬁ‘ﬁ'-ﬁ R P Rpllgrin~?

3. What would yo
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TAKE INFORMED ACTION
" Givic Knowledge | e Sils | Civic Mindset

Design and implement a
Capstone Project that engages
the school and/or out-of-
school community.

For example, determine an
appropriate course of actiamark to
influence those in positions of power
to strive for extensions of freedom,
social justice, and human rights;
develop an awareness of and/or
engage in the political process.
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COMMUNICATE

Communicate in a civic context,
showing the ability to express ideas,
discuss, persuade, debate, negotiate,
build consensus and compromise to
organize and conduct civic action.
Strategically use different forms of
communication to persuade/advocate
and express ideas.

Demonstrate respect for the rights of
others in discussions and debates;
respectfully disagree with other
viewpoints.
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Sample
Resource

Section Three: Understanding and Respecting Diverse Points of View

P I. = §

The 12824

| = : : : . : L) L : v : : o - .
There are several casy ways to get your views onto the great way to let off steam or have a little fun, but it
World Wide Web for others to sgiri=omnininimns B N 1111 NG AW (VN (N AR IS KL HO W AR EACA R AR
respond to a blog (short for Web log) that someone far more likely to attract readensc s younposungsm
else has posted. You might also consider postings stintes Sttt na@nedoba 1

video online R 4 Use good judgment. Recognize that anyone will,

Internet access will be a¥e to read your postings.
That includes friends. straneers. parents, teachers,
and current and prospective employers. Use food
judgment about what you reveal. Otflerwisé; mss

or starting your own blog.

Why post opinion& SR s
More and more people today are looking for informa-
tion about public issues online. The Internet provi

m‘l E i = .
audience with your views. Tips for Posting Videos Online
1 Begln on established video xluring Web s“,hq,;l‘,

How cm u-.: _..-:- allansival. _..i- Frrey

onthe Internet? see how other peopl S are (B
‘The Internet can seem overwhelming. lhcsc tips and on current issues. You will also ﬁnd information g3
the task sheet that follows will hel how to register and upload your own videos.

line community and communicate effectively with it.

Tips for Bloggings ARy B ITLAR R i L]
1 Begin on established blogs. Learn the ins and als0 ENMErANiTy, s o Sararias Vs

outs of blogging by seeing how the pros do it. creative, funny, or compelling in some way.

Several Web sites (for example, townhall.com, 3 Take the time to do it ﬂsm Don’t ,ush o gct your

uspoliticsguide.ctin, and politicsforumpoliticalworld.

i Sedleeig

across the political spectrum. likely to w
Be informative. Many blog st comments to convey.
that are all opinion and no -
making a peanut butter and jelly s.andmch bul
leaving the peanut butter out—there is not much
substance. Knamina mthar, S LR L
includi ng solid evidence to support year views will

impress your felloz! 5t i —

N~
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REFLECTION

Civic Knowledge Civic Skills

Analyze Capstone Project
experience, reflecting on the
process that was implemented,
challenges faced, project limitations,
successes, future civic actions and
transferable skills.
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Next Steps

Department/Program For you?

Ongoing conversation about the connection
between our program goals and NYSED Civic
Readiness/Capstone

Strong emphasis on current events in 7-12
program; civil discourse/discussion

New Framework/New Regents exams

With 12t Grade NIF (PIG) Course:

Integration of more project-based lessons

Develop final portfolio project to replace final
exam

Obtain consensus on artifacts/assignments,
grading projects, resources for students

Developing for current circumstances; will
revise after Covid-19 restrictions end
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