
The Elementary Years: The Cornerstone Of 
Literacy Success 
Developing strong literacy skills in the elementary years (K-6) is 
crucial for setting students on a path towards academic and personal 
success. The bedrock of this phase is explicit, cumulative, s 

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/literacy-briefs-walkthrough.pdf
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High-Impact Practices in Action: How Much Exposure? How Often? 

Maximizing the potential of the high-impact practices requires a well-designed architecture that 
ensures a developmentally appropriate, meaningful approach to implementation. The graph below is a 
stylized visual to show the relationship between and among the practices in relation to time, and needed 
learner exposure and engagement in the elementary years. This distribution could be for a given day, 
�Z�H�H�N�����P�R�Q�W�K�����R�U���D�Q�\���V�S�H�F�L���F���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���W�L�P�H���R�U���X�Q�L�W�� 

Collaborative and Culminating Projects, 
Performances, and Celebrations 

Text-Based Discussion and Writing Opportunities 

Engagement with a Variety of High Interest, 
Diverse, and Complex Texts 

Phonological Awareness, Phonics, Spelling, 
and Word Study Skill-Building 

Fostering Understanding of  Print Conventions, 
Features, and Functions 

High-Impact Practice Distribution in Elementary 

High-Impact Practices in Action: Which School and Classroom Structures and Processes? 
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High-Impact Practices in Action: What Do These Look Like in Elementary Settings? 
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�6�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���5�H�D�G�H�U�V���:�L�W�K���,�G�H�Q�W�L���H�G���1�H�H�G�V 

Today’s diverse population of learners includes English Language Learners and/or students with 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L���H�G���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����:�K�H�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�W���L�V���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�Z�R���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����W�K�D�W��
all students feel valued, understood, and represented, and that they have access to the rigorous, 
high-quality learning and teaching described in this briefs series. That high-quality approach involves 
�D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���U�H���H�F�W���N�H�\���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���R�I���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O���'�H�V�L�J�Q���I�R�U���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�����8�'�/���� 

•  Presenting information and content in different modalities 

•  Ensuring multiple means of engagement and representation 

•  �8�V�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Y�H���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G�����H�[�L�E�O�H���F�O�D�V�V���V�S�D�F�H�V���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���F�K�R�L�F�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W 

�0�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���D�U�H���U�H���H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���W�R�G�D�\�è�V���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�V���D�L�P�H�G���D�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K��
�L�G�H�Q�W�L���H�G���Q�H�H�G�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���,�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�����5�7�,�������0�X�O�W�L���7�L�H�U�H�G���6�\�V�W�H�P�V���R�I���6�X�S�S�R�U�W�����0�7�6�6�������D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���'�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���$�F�W�����,�'�(�$���� 

Case Snapshots 

Julia is an inquisitive 4th grader who is most comfortable sharing her introspective ideas during 
“turn-and-talks”. A recent unit on ancient Greece sparked Julia’s passion for the topic; her 
favorite parts of the unit included personifying Greek gods and goddesses, learning Greek word 
roots, and exploring the theme of resilience that came through in the “Greek Myths” text set. 
�,�Q���W�K�H���I�D�O�O���R�I�����V�W���J�U�D�G�H�����W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O���V�F�U�H�H�Q�H�U���L�G�H�Q�W�L���H�G���-�X�O�L�D���D�V���ê�D�W���U�L�V�N�ë���I�R�U���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���G�L�I���F�X�O�W�L�H�V����
�)�X�U�W�K�H�U���G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�W�L�F�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L���H�G���D���V�S�H�F�L���F���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���L�Q���Y�R�F�D�E�X�O�D�U�\���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����'�X�U�L�Q�J��
�J�U�D�G�H�V�������D�Q�G���������V�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���L�Q���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���S�H�H�U�V�����7�L�H�U���������D�Q�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G��
�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����7�L�H�U���������W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�P�D�O�O���J�U�R�X�S���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�G���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V�����7�K�R�X�J�K��
�V�K�H���L�V���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���L�G�H�Q�W�L���H�G���D�V���ê�D�W���U�L�V�N���ë���K�H�U���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���L�V���F�O�R�V�H�O�\���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�H�G���X�V�L�Q�J���D���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J��
assessment administered 3X/year. 

�0�D�O�F�R�O�P���L�V���D���E�L�O�L�Q�J�X�D�O�����V�W���J�U�D�G�H�U���Z�K�R�V�H���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���*�K�D�Q�D�����0�D�O�F�R�O�P�è�V���W�H�D�F�K�H�U��
recently completed a comprehensive training series that focused on the science that informs 
early reading instruction; since then, Mr. Kahn has increased opportunities for his students 
to apply their letter-sound skills to connected texts and tried new differentiation techniques. 
Malcolm loves listening to his teacher read books related to the current unit’s theme—rain 
�I�R�U�H�V�W�V�æ�D�Q�G���H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J���L�Q���I�R�O�O�R�Z���D�O�R�Q�J���O�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���W�D�V�N�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�����1�L�J�K�W�O�\����
Malcolm takes his decodable readers home and emulates his teacher as he reads aloud to 
his parents. 

Case Analysis 

�������1�R�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���Q�D�P�H���W�K�H���K�L�J�K���L�P�S�D�F�W���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���H�P�E�H�G�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���O�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H���W�K�H���ê�%�L�J�����ë���I�R�U���-�X�O�L�D���D�Q�G���0�D�O�F�R�O�P�����:�K�D�W���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V��
allow for Julia and Malcolm to feel a heightened sense of accomplishment? 

�������:�K�D�W���V�S�H�F�L���F���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���R�I���0�D�O�F�R�O�P���D�Q�G���-�X�O�L�D�è�V���U�R�X�W�L�Q�H�V�����L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���D�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R��
promote their social emotional skills and competencies? 

https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/SELEssentialforLearningandLife.pdf
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�5�H���H�F�W���D�Q�G���$�Q�D�O�\�]�H�����3�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���	���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J 

�:�L�W�K���D�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���D�Q���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J����

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJCn3cn-gGo
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