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Foreword

e information contained in this Educator Guide is designed to raise educator awareness of the structure
of the 2023 New York State Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Tests aligned to the Ney Y 'tk State Né&gt
Geferat 't Learr rg Stardardg (http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-

generation-english-language-arts-learning-standards).

e guide provides educators with pertinent information about the 2023 test development process, the learning
standards that the tests are designed to measure, and the format of the testing sessions, which includes what
types of questions will be asked and the suggested length of the testing sessions. Links to additional resources
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2023 New York State Grades 3-8 Testing Program

Purpose of State Testing

The federal Every Student Succeeds Act (2018) requires that states annually administer tests in English
Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics in grades 3—
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The Next Generation English Language Arts Learning Standards

The New York State Next Generation English Language Arts Learning Standards defne the knowledge,
skills, and understandings that individuals can and do habitually demonstrate over time when exposed to
high-quality instructional environments and learning experiences. The standards are organized into four
overlapping strands which together support the development of advanced literacy skills: Reading, Writing,
Language, and Speaking and Listening.

The information below is meant to provide the context and expectations to enable student success and inform
teacher practice.

Lifelong Practices of Readers and Writers

The Lifelong Practices of Readers and Writers refect the changing expectations for what it means to be
literate today. Coursework and instruction based on the ELA learning standards should develop within the
context of the Lifelong Practices of Readers and Writers. These practices are a context for the NYS ELA
Learning Standards which, in turn, support these practices by specifying grade level expectations for readers
and writers.

Reading

Students in grades 3 through 8 should experience a balance of literature and informational texts in the context
of instruction designed to create opportunities for children to engage with a variety of topics and texts,
and have discussions about texts that support language development and knowledge building. Creating this
learning environment can take a variety of formats, including read-alouds, shared readings, paired readings,
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Speaking and Listening

Language develops in the classroom if there is an extended back-and-forth process of interactions among
students, organized around rich content and topics. Students will build their speaking and listening skills and
knowledge by participating effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners;
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Performance Level Defnitions

For each subject area, students perform along a continuum of the knowledge and skills necessary to meet the
demands of the Learning Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics. New York State assessments
are designed to classify student performance into one of four levels based on the knowledge and skills the
student has demonstrated. Due to the need to identify student profciency, the state tests must provide students
at each performance level opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in the NGLS. For this
reason, the Performance Level Descriptions play a central role in the test development process, specifcally
question writing.

These performance levels are defned as:

NYS Level 4

Students performing at this level excel in standards for their grade. They demonstrate knowledge, skills,
and practices embodied by the Learning Standards that are considered more than suffcient for the
expectations at this grade.

NYS Level 3

Students performing at this level are profcient in standards for their grade. They demonstrate knowledge,
skills, and practices embodied by the Learning Standards that are considered suffcient for the expectations
at this grade.

NYS Level 2

Students performing at this level are partially profcient in standards for their grade. They demonstrate
knowledge, skills, and practices embodied by the Learning Standards that are considered partial but
insuffcient for the expectations at this grade. Students performing at Level 2 are considered on track

to meet current New York high school graduation requirements but are not yet profcient in Learning
Standards at this grade.

NYS Level 1

Students performing at this level are below profcient in standards for their grade. They may demonstrate
limited knowledge, skills, and practices embodied by the Learning Standards that are considered
insuffcient for the expectations at this grade.

Performance Level Descriptions

For information about the Next Generation English Language Arts Performance Grade-Level Descriptions
for grades 3-8 see the website (http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/next-generation-grades-3-8-
learning-standards-performance-level-descriptions).

2023 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Educator Guide
5


http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/grades-3-8-ela-and-mathematics-tests
http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/next-generation-grades-3-8-learning-standards-performance-level-descriptions
http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/next-generation-grades-3-8-learning-standards-performance-level-descriptions

Assessing the Learning Standards for English Language Arts

The 2023 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Tests will focus entirely on the ELA learning standards for
each grade.

Reading, Writing, and Language

The 2023 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Tests will assess Reading, Writing, and Language standards
using multiple-choice, two-credit constructed-response, and four-credit constructed-response questions. All
questions will be based on close reading of informational and literary texts, including paired texts in grades
4-8. All texts will be drawn from authentic, grade-level works. The length of the texts on the 2023 Grades
3-8 English Language Arts Tests will typically be:

Length of Texts*
Grade 3 525-625 words
Grade 4 625-725 words
Grade 5 725-825 words
Grade 6 775-875 words
Grade 7 825-925 words
Grade 8 925-1025 words

*In some instances, ranges may vary slightly for a
particular passage in order to create a more complete
excerpt that will aid student comprehension.

Please see pages 7-8 for further information about authentic texts and text selection.

Reading and Language Standards will be assessed using multiple-choice questions. Two-credit constructed-
response questions will primarily assess reading, but will also require writing and command of language.
Four-credit constructed-response questions will primarily assess Writing from Sources, whereby student
responses will be rated on the degree to which they can communicate a clear and coherent analysis of one
or two texts.

Speaking and Listening

While Speaking and Listening Standards will NOT be assessed on the State test, they remain two very
important components of critical building blocks in students’ ability to read and write at grade level. Speaking
and Listening Standards provide the dialogic building blocks that directly support students in acquiring the
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Text Selection

During the test development process, NYS educators approve all passages for use on the NYS Grades 3-8
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The 2023 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Tests

Testing Sessions

The 2023 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Tests consist of two sessions that are administered over two
days. Students will be provided as much time as necessary within the confnes of the regular school day to
complete each test session. School personnel should use their best professional judgment and knowledge
about individual students to determine how long a student should be engaged in taking a particular assessment
and when it is in the student’s best interest to end the test session.

Although test duration will vary among students, the table below estimates the average time it will take
students to complete each session of the exam and is intended for test preparation and planning. It is strongly
encouraged for educators to share this information with students and parents prior to the test administration.
Additionally, educators preparing students for this exam are encouraged to emphasize the rubric criteria for
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Given that the Spring 2023 tests have no time limits, schools and districts have the discretion to create their
own approach to ensure that all students who are productively working are given the time they need within
the confnes of the regular school day to continue to take the tests. If the test is administered in a large-
group setting, school administrators may prefer to allow students to hand in their test materials, or submit
the test if testing on computer, as they fnish and then leave the room. If so, take care that students leave the
room as quietly as possible so as not to disturb the students who are still working on the test.

Test Design

The charts below illustrate the test designs for the 2023 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Tests. These charts
detail the number of passages and the type(s) of questions in each session. Session 1 consists of passages with
only multiple-choice questions. However, the fnal passage in Session 1 will include both multiple-choice and
two-credit constructed-response questions. Session 2, Grade 3 consists of passages with multiple-choice or
two-credit constructed-response questions. Session 2, Grades 4-8 consists of passages with multiple-choice or
two-credit and four-credit constructed-response questions.

Also noted is the approximate number of informational and literary passages present on the 2023 tests.
Please note that embedded feld test questions and passages are included in the design. It will not be apparent
to students whether a question is an 26Multiple-Choice Questions23629Two-Credit Constructed-Responst
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2023 Grade 4 English Language Arts Test Design

Session 1 Session 2 Total
Reading Writing
Passages 4 3 7
Multlple-_Ch0|ce 23 6 29
Questions
Two-Credit
Constructed- 2 3 5
Response Questions
Four-Credit
Constructed- 0 1 1
Response Questions
Total Number of Literary Passages 3-4
Total Number of Informational Passages 3-4
2023 Grades 5-6 English Language Arts Test Design
Session 1 Session 2 Total
Reading Writing
Passages 4 3 7
Multlple-Chmce 26 - 33
Questions
Two-Credit
Constructed- 2 3 5
Response Questions
Four-Credit
Constructed- 0 1 1
Response Questions
Total Number of Literary Passages 2-5
Total Number of Informational Passages 2-5
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2023 Grades 7-8 English Language Arts Test Design

Session 1 Session 2 Total
Reading Writing
Passages 4 4 8
Multlple-_Ch0|ce 26 14 40
Questions
Two-Credit
Constructed- 2 3 5
Response Questions
Four-Credit
Constructed- 0 1 1
Response Questions
Total Number of Literary Passages 3-5
Total Number of Informational Passages 3-5

Test Blueprint

The charts below show the percentage of credits that relate to Reading, Language, and Writing Standards. When
reading these charts, it is essential to remember that most questions assess many standards simultaneously.
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Grades 6-8

Area of Focus Approximate Percentages
Reading Standards 100% requires close reading

Up to 40% requires writing and

Language and Writing Standards command of language

Approximate Percentages
Key ldeas and Details Craft and Structure Integration of Knowledge and ldeas
Up to 60% Up to 40% Up to 40%

It should be noted that Standards R3.1, R3.1, R4.1, R4.1, etc., provide a foundation for all questions on the
tests, as all will require text-based responses. Likewise, Standards R3.10, R3.10, R4.10, etc., form the heart
of all text-based instruction. While not assessed directly in questions, R3.10, R3.10, R4.10, etc., are present
on the test in the form of rigorous, worthwhile texts.

Question Formats

The 2023 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Tests contain multiple-choice (1-credit), two-credit and four-
credit constructed-response questions. For multiple-choice questions, students select the correct response
from four answer choices. For two-credit and four-credit constructed-response questions, students write an
answer to an open-ended question.
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Multiple-Choice Questions

Multiple-choice questions are designed to assess Reading and Language Standards. They will ask students to
analyze differentaspects of a given text, including central idea, style elements, character and plot development,
and vocabulary. Almost all questions, including vocabulary questions, will only be answered correctly if the
student comprehends and makes use of the whole passage.

Multiple-choice questions will assess Reading and Language Standards in a range of ways. Some will ask
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Four-Credit Constructed-Response Questions

Four-credit constructed-response questions are designed to assess Writing from Sources. They will focus
primarily on Writing Standards. In Grades 4-8, four-credit constructed-response questions will require
students to read and analyze paired texts. Paired texts are related by theme, genre, tone, time period, or other
characteristics. Many four-credit constructed-response questions will ask students to express a position and
support it with text-based details. Four-credit constructed-response questions allow students to demonstrate
their ability to write a coherent essay using textual evidence to support their ideas. Whether in response to
an individual text or paired texts, a student needs to synthesize, evaluate, and provide their thinking in a
coherent and concise manner. As with two-credit constructed-response questions, students are encouraged to
answer in an effcient manner.

Additional Assessment Resources

The New York State Question Sampler (http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/question-sampler) provides
a preview of the question types in the computer-based testing platform designed to help students prepare
for testing day using the online testing tools. Passages and questions from previous 3-8 assessments can be
found on the NYSED website (https://www.nysedregents.org/ei/ei-ela.html).
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English Language Arts Rubrics
The 2023 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Tests will be scored using the rubrics below. Both the English
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Four-Credit Constructed-Response Rubric

One must be able to write for a purpose using information from textual sources. Four-credit constructed-
response questions on the 2023 English Language Arts Tests will ask students to analyze texts and address
meaningful questions using strategic, textual details. Scores for four-credit constructed-response questions
will be based on four overarching criteria:

» Content and Analysis—the extent to which the essay conveys complex ideas and information clearly
and accurately in order to support claims in an analysis of topics or texts

» Command of Evidence—the extent to which the essay presents evidence from the provided texts to
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New York State Grades 6—8 Writng Evaluaton Rubric
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Appendix A

Guidance on Constructed-Response Questions

This section provides examples of student responses to previously administered English Language Arts
(ELA) operational test questions that received full credit. Using clear and concise writing helps a student
communicate their message effectively. Additional examples can be referenced in the previously released
editions of the English Language Arts Test Materials, which can be found on the NYSED website (https://
www.nysedregents.org/elementary-intermediate.html).

While the following questions and sample responses have been taken from the released sections of the 2018
ELA 3-8 tests, items included within the 2023 tests are subject to the same scoring criteria and the guidance
herein applies to the constructed response questions on the 2023 tests.
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Sample Response to a 2018 Grade 3 Two-Credit Constructed-Response Question

Note below, the four-sentence response to a question assessing Reading Standard 5 from the 2018
Grade 3 released scoring materials provided on the NYSED website (https://www.nysedregents.org/
elementary-intermediate.html) received full credit.

How doesspavgdgiavh 3 confrectybrugyagravmbetur UM ~sve Und ohads™ IV o uetalstod!s
from the passrgate waporumy OO TESDONSE:

CETALL IS L e

g il Wy GRS ?
facts, J'nv:l. rerey r.-W.Unr summart s, J@*.fv.,u.exi.b\!ﬂ- @?Wmm
respoa: oiclunes 5 e L el g TS ‘wnere errori ot J}f 01 lmf CL Tedstsa LD
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Sample Response to a 2018 Grade 4 Four-Credit Constructed-Response Question

Note that the 2018 Grade 4 response below from the released scoring materials on the NYSED website
(https://www.nysedregents.org/elementary-intermediate.html) received full credit as a coherent essay which
uses textual evidence.
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See scoring information for this response on the following page.
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Sample Response to a 2018 Grade 6 Four-Credit Constructed-Response Question

Note that the 2018 Grade 6 response below from the released scoring materials on the NYSED website
(https://www.nysedregents.org/elementary-intermediate.html) received full credit as a coherent essay which
uses textual evidence.
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See scoring information for this response on the following page.

2023 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Educator Guide
25


https://www.nysedregents.org/elementary-intermediate.html
https://www.nysedregents.org/elementary-intermediate.html

ful]owa n:réa'l g L
Isan

decide to plesyv:
response demonstrat
cumpzmlenensiof ), oy
of, ribbion, capitaiy

2023 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Educator Guide
26



	Foreword
	2023 New York State Grades 3–8 Testing Program 
	Purpose of State Testing 
	New York State Educators Involvement in Test Development
	Option for Schools to Administer the Tests on Computer

	The Next Generation English Language Arts Learning Standards 
	Lifelong Practices of Readers and Writers
	Reading
	Writing
	Language
	Speaking and Listening


	Performance Level Definitions
	NYS Level 4
	NYS Level 3
	NYS Level 2
	NYS Level 1
	Performance Level Descriptions


	Assessing the Learning Standards for English Language Arts
	Reading, Writing, and Language
	Speaking and Listening
	Text Selection 
	A Note on Texts  
	Range of Informational Texts

	The 2023 Grades 3–8 English Language Arts Tests
	Testing Sessions
	When Students Have Completed Their Tests
	Test Design
	Test Blueprint
	Grades 3–5
	Grades 6–8

	Question Formats
	Multiple-Choice Questions
	Constructed-Response Questions
	Two-Credit Constructed-Response Questions
	Four-Credit Constructed-Response Questions
	Additional Assessment Resources

	English Language Arts Rubrics
	Two-Credit Constructed-Response Rubric
	Four-Credit Constructed-Response Rubric
	New York State Grades 4–5 Writing Evaluation Rubric
	New York State Grades 6–8 Writing Evaluation Rubric


	Appendix A
	Guidance on Constructed-Response Questions 
	Sample Response to a 2018 Grade 3 Two-Credit Constructed-Response Question
	Sample Response to a 2018 Grade 6 Two-Credit Constructed-Response Question
	Sample Response to a 2018 Grade 4 Four-Credit Constructed-Response Question
	Sample Response to a 2018 Grade 6 Four-Credit Constructed-Response Question



