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What are the NYSAA 
scores used for?  

NYSAA scores show parents and teachers how a student is progressing in 
the attainment of grade-level alternate achievement standards.  These scores 
can help: 

�x Identify a student’s strengths and needs; 
�x Provide information to allow for meaningful discussions surrounding a 

student’s IEP; 
�x Set instructional priorities that inform a student’s functional and 

academic goals and short-term objectives; and 
�x Identify a student’s most effective method of communication across 

multiple settings. 
 

Where can I find 
additional 
information on 
NYSAA 
administration?  

Additional information on administering NYSAA to students with severe 
disabilities is available on the Office of State Assessment’s New York State 
Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) webpage [http://www.nysed.gov/state-
assessment/new-york-state-alternate-assessment].  Information about NYS’s 
procedures for school districts that assess more than 1.0 percent of their 
assessed students in any subject with NYSAA will be posted at this site and 
on the Office of Special Education’s News, Announcements and Timely 
Information webpage [http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/timely.htm] when 
available. 

 
Legal Reference  8 NYCRR §§100.1(t)(2)(iv); 100.3(b)(2)(iii); 100.4(b)(2)(v); and 

200.4(d)(2)(iv), (vii) and (ix)(b); ESSA §§1111(b)(2)(B)(vii) and 
1111(b)(2)(D)(I)-(II)1  

 

 
1 Please reference the Official Compilation of Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York (8 NYCCRR) 

for regulatory language. An unofficial compilation of these regulations can be found at the Department of State, 

http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/new-york-state-alternate-assessment
http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/new-york-state-alternate-assessment
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I36529008c22211ddb29d8bee567fca9f


 

 

New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) Participation Decision -Making Flowchart

Students with severe disabilities in New York State (NYS) may be determined eligible by the committee on 
special education (CSE) to participate in the NYSAA. Consistent with the provisions in the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA), NYSAA is an appropriate assessment for a very small number of students with the most 
severe cognitive disabilities. In conjunction with guidance provided in NYSED’s Eligibility and Participate5t 



 

 



 

 

Parent Notification of Participation in the New York State Alternate 
Assessment (Sample Letter)  

 
Date: ___________ 




